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Christian country to confine the legality to only one wife. But it
is necessary even for that country, in the interest of humanity and
for the sake of friendship for members of the same Imperial Federa-
tion to which they belong administratively, to allow the admission
of plural wives and their progeny.

The above agreement still evades the question of inequality
of status in other matters. Thus, the difficulty of obtaining licences
throughout South Africa, the prohibition to hold landed property
in the Transvaal and the Free State, and virtual prohibition within
the Union itself of the entry of Indians into the Free State, the
prohibition of Indian children to enter the ordinary Government
schools, deprivation of municipal franchise in the Transvaal and
the Free State, and practical deprivation of the Union franchise
throughout South Africa, barring perhaps the Cape. The resolu-
tions of the Imperial Conference therefore are decidedly an eye-
wash. There is no change of heart in the Colonies and certainly
no recognition of Imperial obligations regarding India. The
Fijian atrocities, to which Mr. Andrews has drawn pointed atten-
tion, show what is possible even in the Crown Colonies which are
under direct Imperial control.

New India, 15-8-1918

22,   LETTER TO ROBERT HENDERSON1
[NADIAD,]
August 17, 1918
DEAR MR.  HENDERSON,
I am on my back. I am passing through the severest illness
of my life and I was incapable of sending you a letter earlier. I
was charmed with your simple, frank, straightforward letter. I
thank you for it, I rarely take notice of incorrections [sic] in my
reported speeches. I have so little opportunity even of reading
them, but as this one in the Times was, I knew, calculated to do
so much mischief, I felt I must correct the inaccuracies. I am
1 Regarding this letter Mahadev Desai writes in his Diary: "[Gandhiji]
delivered a speech on recruiting at Surat in the beginning of the month.
Someone sent a report of it to the Times. In it there were sentences that gave
an impression of being critical of Tilak Maharaj. The report was very defective.
[Gandhiji] wrote a stiff letter to the Times about this. Reading that letter,
Mr. Henderson, a civilian from Surat, wrote % letter to Gandhiji expressing his
regret for committing *a serious mistake',"